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Weécameta ewr Clncotmas Eve!

We're glad you are here as we focus on the true meaning of Christmas
together. Our evening will include carols, candlelight, cookies, and above all,

Jesus Christ.

The Clniostmas

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout
He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 2yt
had been revealed to hlm by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had
seen the Lord's Christ. ' Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When
the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law
required, %Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: "Sovere/gn
Lord, as you have prom/sed you now dismiss your servant in peace. %For my eyes
have seen your salvation, 3'which you have prepared in the sight of all people,
light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” Luke 2:25- 32

It is the message of PEACE.
It is the message of HOPE.

It is the message for ALL.
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“Christmas Bells”

A poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

| heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along
The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Till, ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime
A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn
The households born
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And in despair | bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," | said;
"For hate is strong,

And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The Wrong shall fail,

The Right prevail,

With peace on earth, good-will to men."



